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whether it be of God, or whether I speak of myself.”—Sr. JoHN vir; 16, 17, 


No, 18, Vol, LVII, Thursday, May 2, 1896, Price One Penny, 


GENERAL CONFERENCE. 


[CONTINUED FROM PAGE 263,] 
MORNING SESSION. 
April 6, 10 a.m. 
Singing by the choir: 
Hark! listen to the trumpeters, 
They sound for volunteers, 
Prayer by Elder David H. Cannon. 
The choir sang: 
Earth with her ten thousand flowers, 
Air with all its beams and showers. 
ELDER F. M. LYMAN 
was the first speaker. He trusted that the Spirit of the Lord would rest 
abundantly upon al] present during the Conference. He esteemed it a 
very great privilege to attend these General Conferences. It was neces- 
sary that the organization of this Church should be kept perfect, and that 
the burdens devolving upon us as a people should not be borne by few 
only. When our Stake organizations were made perfect there was no 
danger of any portion of the Kingdom being neglected. We met together 
on these occasions to receive the Word of God from the Presidency of the 
Church and other inspired servants of the Lord, and those who spoke to 
them were moved upon by the Holy Ghost; their words were the scrip- 
tures, just as were the words of the Savior and the Apostles of old, and 
were suited to the requirements of the people at the present time more 
particularly—of gathered Israel to-day. We had cities and towns to build, 
the land to subdue, and difficulties to meet, and it was necessary there 
should be a prophet, seer, and revelator such as President Woodruff was 
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to-day, and those who had preceded him, to stand at the head of this 
great work. Then there were his two counselors and the Twelve Apostles 
—men who held the keys of the kingdom, with authority to regulate and 
set in order the affairs of the Church. If disorders appeared on the sur- 
face they should be looked after, jist as a skilful physician dealt with a 
patient, and those upon whom the responsibility rested throughout the 
various Stakes should see that the people were well looked after, in order 
that their salvation might be made sure. It was in the nature of man to 
sin, and the brethren who had charge of this great work should look to it 
that all evils which came under their notice in the respective wards were 
checked in their incipiency. It was by the voice of the Lord that those 
who held authority in the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 
had been called to fill their offices of responsibility. We, as a people, had 
no preference as to those who should stand at our head. We prayed to 
the Lord and said, “Thy will be done.” The matter was laid before Him, 
and His inspiration came to us by the Holy Ghost. | 

This kingdom had been organized by the inspiration of the Almighty, it 
was sustained by Him, and would be so tothe end. It had been estab- 
lished on a firm foundation and would never grow less than it was to-day. 
On the contrary, it would increase in numbers as the faith of the Saints 
spread abroad. The fame of the Latter-day Saints was only just begin- 
ning to dawn, and the day was not far distant when thousands of people 
from the various parts of our land would come here to visit them and 
learn for themselves their true worth. 

In conclusion Elder Lyman invoked the blessing of God upon the Saints, 
and prayed that the good work in which they were engaged would con- 
tinue to prosper, in spite of the difficulties which sometimes seemed to 
beset it. 

ELDER BRIGHAM YOUNG 
followed. He said that God was willing to bestow His blessings upon His 
Saints if they, in the exercise of their agency, lived worthy lives. The 
power of choice rested with them as to whether they would follow the 
path of death or of life. Proper ambition, leading to life, should be. 
encouraged, but covetousness of the things of the world by the Saints 
would be a sin, considering the favors God had bestowed upon them. All 
the privileges of laboring in sacred places for the salvation of the living 
and the redemption of the dead were peculiar to the Latter-day Saints, 
and if they would be humble and united they needed not to tremble for 
the future of their work. The Saints would not be free from the power 
of the adversary until they became a unit in spiritual matters, and were 
filled with love for and confidence in each other. One who had no confi- 
dence in the order of the Priesthood had no confidence in Him who estab- 
lished that order. All personal preferences must be sacrificed, if they 
should come in contact with the plan of God. This could be done only 
through full faith in the Almighty. Enemies might arise among the 
people, but union in their midst would arm them against all attacks. He 
had no fear for the future of the work of the Lord, or of the opposition 
it might meet. This would tend only to advertise the work of God. It 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS MILLENNIAL STAR. 275 


was, perhaps, the only way to bring the Gospel before governors and 
kings, to take it there through opposition and trial. The thing for each 
to do was to accept what might come, and subject all personal feelings to 
the good of the general cause. If the judgment.of each man with refer- 
ence to the Church should be followed out, great confusion would be the 
result. On the other hand, they who would follow meekly and humbly 
the inspiration of the Spirit of God would be in a condition to inherit all 
His promises. 

Adversity had never hindered the progress of God’s work, but by that 
means the individual faith of each, and consequently of the whole, had 
been increased, and it had come to the point where it was necessary for 
each to do his duty and trust to God for the rest. Thus would true union 
and equality before God be brought about, no matter what differences 
with regard to business or politics might exist or arise. Ephraim should 
be heirs of Jacob, and should attract the other tribes of Israel; this was 
the destiny of the Latter-day Saints. By the gathering of one of a city 
and two of a family would the redemption of the whole human family be 
brought about through the work of the living and the vicarious work in 
behalf of the dead. Would Ephraim continue in this great mission or 
rebel against it? The mercy of God to the Saints had made them pros- 
perous; would this prosperity lessen their faithfulness in performing His 
work? 

The purposes of God could be brought about only through His power, 
but He depended upon the union, faith, and labor of the Saints to assist 
in the accomplishment of this object. The time had come for dissensions 
to be thrown away, and for men and women and their children to unite 
in aiding in the regeueration of a fallen world. From this people must 
spiritual sustenance and improvement go to the world. 

ELDER FRANKLIN D. RICHARDS 
was next called upon to address the congregation. He said he had greatly 
rejoiced with the Saints during the sessions of the Conference thus far, 
and had profited much by the words which had been spoken unto us, by 
the dictation of the Holy Ghost. There was a great work devolving upon 
God’s people in their daily life, and the speaker here pointed out the vast 
importance of strictly keeping the sacred records of the Church. He 
then referred to statements in the Bible, Pearl of Great Price, and Book 
of Mormon, showing that God had in various ages commanded men to 
write the things which were profitable to be preserved for history. Since 
the temples had been constructed, he said, and the ordinances therein had 
been administered, there had begun to be a better understanding of the 
importance of keeping family records, history, and genealogy than existed 
before among this people. There was one among us who had from the 
time of his earliest connection with the Church taken an especial interest 
and care in this regard, and in his labor therein he had shown much 
wisdom—he referred to President Woodruff. He had from the outset of 
his public career kept journals of all passing events, and the Saints were 
especially indebted to his exertions, as well as to those of other brethren, 
for the sermons which the Prophet Joseph delivered in the city of Nauvoo 
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and other places on different occasions. To these brethren they were 
deeply indebted for those precious things which were now preserved on 
the pages of the Church’s history, and which served to refresh us so much 
at thisday. Some of the most important matters instituted by the Prophet 
Joseph had been brought down in history to the present time, and we 
were thereby the happy recipients of those blessings and ordinances. 
While we had been limited in our efforts to write up much in the history 
of the Church in these times, because of our records being in a scattered 
condition, and our inability to obtain the requisite information, yet one of 
the brethren had been going around from ward to ward, from Stake to 
Stake, from mission to mission during the last three or four years, hunting 
up the early happenings in the various settlements of Utah and the sur- 
rounding territories. He had succeeded in gathering the information 
necessary to produce a good and faithful history of all the Stakes of Zion, 
and from the report which he had made to the speaker, as Church histo- 
rian, he learned that there were wards which had been organized quite a 
length of time in which no semblance of a record had been yet kept. 

The speaker earnestly directed the attention of the Presidents of Stakes 
and Bishops of wards, as well as the heads of families, to the importance 
of this matter, counseled them to remember that it was quite time they 
were turning their minds in this direction. Let parents, he urged, teach 
their sons and daughters to devote their attention to this subject and in- 
struct them in their school days how to keep notations of the general 
doings around them. In future generations it would be interesting for 
children to know what part their fathers, grandfathers, and great-grand- 
fathers played in the Church history of the past. Not only were records 
wanted of what happened at home, but of the happenings in foreign 
countries, and he hoped soon to see that matter also earnestly taken up. 
Presidents of Stakes, and Bishops of wards should go around among their 
people at least once every year, inspect the records which were made, and 
see that these were being thoroughly kept, and thereby a complete history 
could be assured. In conclusion Elder Richards commended his “one 
tions to the thoughtful consideration of the Saints. 


PRESIDENT GEORGE Q. CANNON 


briefly supplemented the remarks of Elder Richards upon the subject of 
record keeping, and urged the importance of the Saints employing the 
best quality of paper and ink in the compilation of their private records and 
journals. He offered some pertinent suggestions in that regard. 
President Cannon also reminded the congregation of the concert to be 
held in the Tabernacle this evening, the proceeds of which are to be 
divided between the choir fund and the widows and orphans of the 
unfortunate men who were killed in the recent mine disaster in Wyoming. 
The choir sang the anthem: 


Wonderful Counselor. 


Benediction by Patriarch John Smith. 
Conference adjourned till 2 p.m. 
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AFTERNOON SESSION. 
2p.m. Singing by the choir: 


Though in the outward Church below, 
The wheat and tares together grow. 


Prayer by Elder Seymour B. Young. 
The choir sang: 


Truth reflects upon our senses, 
Gospel light reveals to some. 


PRESIDENT GEORGE Q. CANNON 
presented the general authorities of the Church to the Conference as 
follows :— 


Wilford Woodruff as Prophet, Seer, and Revelator, and President of 
the Church of Jesus Christ ot Latter-day Saints in all the world ; 

George Q. Cannon as First Counselor in the First Presidency ; 

Joseph F. Smith as Second Counselor in the First Presidency ; 

Lorenzo Snow as President of the Twelve Apostles; 

As members of the quorum of the Twelve Apostles—Lorenzo Snow, 
Franklin D. Richards, Brigham Young, Moses Thatcher, Francis M. 
Lyman, John Henry Smith, George Teasdale, Heber J. Grant, John W. 
Taylor, Marriner W. Merrill, Anthon H. Lund, Abraham H. Cannon; 

The Counselors in the First Presidency, and the Twelve Apostles, as 
Prophets, Seers, and Revelators ; 

Patriarch to the Church— John Smith ; 

First Seven Presidents of the Seventies—Seymour B. Young, C. D. Fjeld- 
sted, B. H. Roberts, George Reynvulds, Jonathan G. Kimball, Rulon S. 
Wells, and Edward Stevenson ; 

William B. Preston as Presiding Bishop, with Robert T. Burton as his 
First, and John R. Winder as his Second Counselor ; 

Franklin D. Richards as Church Historian and General Church Recor- 
der, and John Jaques as his assistant ; 

As the Church rd of Education—Wilford Woodruff, Lorenzo Snow, 
George Q. Cannon, Karl G. Maeser, Willard Young, G. W. Thatcher, 
Anthon H. Lund, James Sharp, and Joseph F. Smith ; 

As Trustee-in Trust for the body of religious worshipers known as the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Suints—Wilford Woodruff; 

John Nicholson as Clerk of General Conference ; 

All the voting to sustain the authorities as presented was unanimous. 


An annual report of Sunday Schools was read. With other information 
it showed the following: Number of schools, 690; officers and teachers, 
10,055; pupils, 81,921; total officers, teachers, and pupils, 91,976. Cash on 
hand at last report, $2,380.94; amount collected during the year, $9,688.48 ; 
total cash receipts, $12,069.42; disbursements during the year, $9,618.31 ; 
balance on hand, $2,451.11. 

The annual report of the Young Ladies’ M. I. Association showed as fol- 
lows: Number of associations, 408; number reported, 380; number of 
members reported, 14,468 ; increase, 1,096; Stake organizations, 36; repor- 
ted, 35; books in library, 5,884. Cash on hand, $3,044.68. Property on 
hand, $3,209.67. 

Tbe report was signed by Elmina 8. Taylor, Maria Y. Dougall, and 
Martha H. Tingey, who constitute the presidency of the organization, and 
by Ann M. Cannon, secretary and treasurer. 
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PRESIDENT LORENZO SNOW 


was the first speaker. He began by reading from the first chapter of the 
Revelations of St. John and the 110th section of the book of Doctrine and 
Covenants. The two testimonies herein referred to, he said, were given, 
the first about 1800 years ago; the second about fifty-nine years since; 
the vision of the Savior, mentioned in the latter book, having been made 
manifest by Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery on April 3, 1836. He was 
well aquainted with the prophet Joseph Smith and partially so with 
Oliver Cowdery. While engaged in establishing the principles of the 
Gospel no fault could be found with Oliver Cowdery. He was a good and 
faithful man and always had a faithful testimony. But he grew jealous of 
certain parties and after a time apostatized. He remained in that con- 
dition for many years, but just before his death he came forward and re- 
quested to have the privilege of being baptized and becoming again a 
member of the Church. During all the period of his apostasy he always 
maintained the truth of the testimony which he first bore in regard to the 
principles of Mormonism and the various manifestations which he had 
previously received from the Lord. 

Elder Snow then proceeded to speak upon the subject of baptism and 
other vicarious work for the dead, and said that in our temples we were now 
accomplishing a great and mighty work for our ancestors who had passed 
behind the vail. Extraordinary manifestations had been witnessed from 
time to time which clearly showed that God approved of the labor of His 
people in that direction. The speaker remarked that the object sought 
was the salvation of those of our kindred who in the past had died with- 
out a knowledge or testimony of the true Gospel. We ourselves should 
strive to become worthy to perform these labors in God’s holy temples 
and those in authority most earnestly desired that the brethten and sisters 
should not neglect this important work, which had to be carried out before 
the Son of Man should come to claim His kingdom. 

It was also pointed out that baptism for the remission of sins, the lay- 
ing on of hands for the reception of the Holy Ghost, and other holy ordin- 
ances were absolutely necessary for a man’s salvation. Everything had 
been prepared for us, and in this life we should seek constantly to deserve 
those blessings which God had promised unto the faithful, and no man or 
woman should be satisfied until he or she had secured the perfect assur- 
ance that they were on the path to exaltation and glory. 

Elder Snow spoke of the encouragement which was before the Latter- 
day Saints, and counseled them to continue to walk in the paths of truth 
and righteousness which lead to eternal life. 

Mrs. Agnes Olsen-Thomas here sang the solo “Calvary.” 

PRESIDENT GEORGE Q. CANNON 
arose and said that a great effort was being made just now to urge upon 
the public the importance of using a certain kind of tobacco; therefore it 
had been suggested that those present would like to hear from Professor 
Talmage what he had to say on the tobacco habit and its effects upon the 
physical and moral nature of man. 
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ELDER TALMAGE 

said he did not believe we should shun the tobacco habit merely because of 
the penalty which followed its use, but for the higher purpose that we 
knew it to be unmanly and opposed to the will and the law of God. The 
speaker dwelt upon the very injurious effects of tobacco upon the human 
system. He said our bodies were the temples of God, and for that reason 
ought not to be defiled. The vital organs were affected so seriously by the 
use of tobacco as to become permanently impaired, and this injury was 
transmitted from generation to generation, until we realized at length the 
truth of the great declaration that the sins of the fathers should be visited 
upon the children even to the third and fourth generations. He himself, 
as a teacher, could testify to the fact that those who came to him for in- 
struction having been born with the tendency towards the use of tobacco, 
“this stimulant appetite,” came with a burden on their backs that it 
would cost them the greatest effort of their lives to escape from. 

The speaker deprecated the present system of advertising the leading 
brands of tobacco both by posters and through the medium of newspapers, 
and also such as told the people “where they could get drunk for the least 
money.” He gave the word of warning to parents, upon whose heads, he 
declared, these sins would fall if they persisted by means, direct or in- 
direct, in leading their children on in this manner, by themselves adopt- 
ing those enervating, soul-destroying habits which so battled against men 
in the fierce competition of life. The boy who began with a cigarette 
would perhaps end in the opium joint, ruined in body, mind, and soul by 
that for the first use of which there was no excuse. These physical weak- 
nesses which we brought upon ourselves where steps towards insanity. 
The boy who became addicted to these destructive habits was, as a rule, a 
profane boy, and more likely to become acriminal than he would be if he 
did not yield tothem. The day was speedily coming when the children 
of the present generation would be beyond parental control. Those 
vessels would have become hardened and taken the form that they would 
hold through life, stamped either with honor or shame. Elder Talmage 
continued to speak in this strain, and gave various illustrations in support 
of his assertions. 

The choir sang the anthem: 

God be merciful unto us and bless us. 


Benediction by Elder John Nicholson. 
Conference adjourned till 10 o’clock tomorrow (Sunday) morning. 
[To BE CONTINUED. 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


A magazine, the first to appear in the West Indies, is to be published soon in the is- 
land of Antigua. Its name will be the Carib. There is enough unknown history and 
romance in the islands of the Spanish Main and the Antilles to make it interesting. 

The liquefaction of hydrogen has been accomplished by Professor Olszewski, of Cracow. 
This, until lately considered the lightest of all gases, has hitherto defied all efforts, but 
the professor finally succeeded in liquefying it at a temperature of 243 degrees below zero. 
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THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


THURSDAY, MAY 2, 1895. 


TRUE CONVERSION. 


AmoncG some of the sects of the day, there seems to be an idea that the 
conversion of a person to the Gospel will make itself manifest in loud 
swelling words accompanied by demonstrative gestures and other actions 
of a like nature. Where this conception of conversion originated is diffi- 
cult to determine, for there is nothing in the Scriptures that could be 
taken to sustain it. Wherever the term conversion is found in the Bible 
it carries with it the idea of a reformation of one’s life and works—a 
turning from false to true principles, and from evil to good actions— 
and not merely the profession of such a reformation. Jesus warns His 
disciples against parading themselves and their deeds before their fellows 
for the mere purpose of being seen, yet strictly enjoins them to live lives 
of godliness. He instructs them to go into the highways and byways to 
search for the honest and good, but He tells them todo it in such a way 
as will place the Gospel, and not the men who preach it, prominently 
before the people. When this is done the world can judge of the prin- 
ciples better than they could, did they not know which was of greater 
importance the minister or the doctrine. 

The hearers of the Gospel are affected in differeut degrees varying from 
a total rejection to a ful] acceptance of it; this is because of the diversity 
of dispositions and desires among them. The Gospel seed sown in a 
heart hardened by sin has no chance to take root; the soil is not in proper 
condition; instead of the word of God being gladly received it is per- 
sistently and bitterly opposed. Another class of people are continually 
looking for that which is new and strange, and they receive the message 
of salvation, or apparently receive it, for a season. These people attach 
themselves to the Church without much thought as to the reasons for so 
doing, and without considering the consequences of their actions. They 
do not thoroughly investigate the principles of the Gospel, and act only 
on impulse instead of from conviction. In a year or two their enthusiasm 
has cooled, and they conclude that the Gospel has lost its power. Such 
people never have been truly converted, though to judge by outward 
appearances one would have thought- them to be so when they were so 
demonstrative in the beginning. 

Where the seed falls on good ground and brings forth thirty, sixty, or 
a hundred fold there has been a preparation in the hearts of the hearers; 
they receive the word gladly and are diligent to the end of their days 
in trying to carry out the instructions contained in the Gospel. They do 
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not expend all the energy of their nature in enthusiastic shouting and 
doing nothing, but go to work with a determination to obtain the favor 
of the Lord. Their feelings are in full sympathy with the Gospel and 
its adherents, and they know the reasons for experiencing those feelings. 
They rejoice after being baptized and confirmed because their sins are 
remitted and the Holy Ghost comes upon them. When persecution 
stares them in the face it does not discourage them for they know that this 
has been promised to all who would live godly in Christ Jesus. They do 
not parade their religion in improper places, but are always ready to 
defend it against assault, and to preach it where opportunities are pre- 
sented. Their whole lives are shaped according to the professions which 
they made. They are truly converted. 

The Gospel gives such people opportunities to satisfy their souls in all 
proper directions. It forbids them to go into excesses of any kind, and 
instructs them to cultivate their minds so that reason and judgement will 
balance the feelings, neither overpowering nor giving way to them. The 
Holy Ghost will show how this may be done to one who receives it and 
obeys its promptings; and it is only sucha person that can say he is 
really converted. 

The ordinances of the Gospel are of no effect when administered to an 
unconverted person, except, perhaps to condemn him. The pretended con- 
version which requires stimulation from external things can not be relied 
upon. Before long it exhausts itself unless stimulated to a much greater 
degree than was at first required. This is the reason that so many who 
are brought into the Church through witnessing signs and miracles do 
not remain. What was wonderful to them in the beginning does not seem 
so afterwards, and they blame the religion instead of themselves. 

A converted man is not of a pharisaical disposition ; he does not desire 
to display his good deeds before men; but is willing to trust the results 
of his actions in the hands of the Lord. He has the Gospel at heart 
and makes it a part of himself; it is not necessary for him to inform his 
neighbors that he is a good man, for they know it from his works. He is 
willing to make sacrifices, if necessary, and remains true in the midst of 
opposition as well as encouragement. He is one of those to whom the 
Savior referred when he said; “He that endureth to the end the same 
shall be saved.” B. 


Swiss AND GERMAN Mission CHANGE oF AppREss.—The Office and 
Headquarters of the Swiss and German Mission which have been for 
over a quarter of a century at 36, Postgasse, Berne, will owing to the 
needs and progress of the Mission, be changed to better and more favor- 
able quarters on May 1, 1895, and all communications to this Office and 
for Der Stern, will be sent to the following address.—President Geo. C. 
Naegle, 20, Achivestrasse, (Kirchenfeld,) Berne, Switzerland. 


P. 8.—Friends from Zion traveling on the Continent who can make it 
convenient to call at Berne, will be welcomed at No. 20. 
Most respectfully, 
Gro. C. NakGLE. 
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Arrivats.—The following named Elders arrived in Liverpool per 
American Line steamer Ohio on May 1, 1895: For the British Mission— 
James Holley of Springville; A. Saxey of Provo; A. M. Ledingham of 
Newton; George Hind of Smithfield; Fred. W. Nicholls of Salt Lake 
City; J. T. Rackham and Samuel Banford of Ogden; William A. Thayn 
of Wellington; A. B. Call of Dublan, Mexico; Francis A. Stowell of 
Juarez, Mexico: For the Swiss and German Mission—John Graf and 
John Staheli of Santa Clara; Chriesten Riesenmay of Logan; John U. 
Probst, Fred. Haueter, and Emil Kohler of Midway; Karl D. Houtz of 
Rockland, Idaho; Joseph R. Meservy of Wilford, Idaho; John Nuffer 
of Preston, Idaho: For the Scandinavian Mission—Erick P. Erickson, 
and Lars E. Danielson of Smithfield; John L. Halbom of Heber City; 
Andrew C. Fjeldsted of Gunnison; Nephi Anderson of Vernon; Alonzo 
B. Irvine of Logan; Peter Magnusson of Mesa, Arizona; Julius Johnson 
of Preston, Idaho. The brethren for the continent continued their 
journey in the afternoon of May 1. All well. 


RELEASES AND APPOINTMENTS.—The following named Elders have been 
honorably released from their labors to return home, May 9, 1895:— 

Archibald Freebairn, Traveling Elder in the Scottish Conference ; 

James T. Lovett, Traveling Elder in the Sheffield Conference ; 

Henry C. Overson, Traveling Elder in the London Conference ; 

Heber Timothy, Traveling Elder in the Welsh Conference ; 

Joseph 8. Robison, Traveling Elder in the Sheffield Conference; 

John Belliston, Traveling Elder in the Nottingham Conference; 

John J. James, President of the Cheltenham Conference; 

George W. Hislop, Traveling Elder in the Newcastle Conference ; 

George Burt, Traveling Elder in the Scottish Conference; 

John W. McPherson, Traveling Elder in the Liverpool Conference; and 

William Jones, Traveling Elder in the Manchester Conference. 

Elder Charles Williams, Jr., has been appointed to preside over the 
Cheltenham Conference ; 

Elder James Holley has been appointed to labor as Traveling Elder in 
the Birmingham Conference ; 

Elders A. Saxey and Fred. W. Nicholls have been appointed to labor as 
Traveling Elders in the London Conference ; 

Elders A. B. Call and J. T. Rackham have been appointed to labor as 
Traveling Elders in the Norwich Conference ; 

Elder George Hind has been appointed to labor as Traveling Elder in 
the Nottingham Conference; 

Elder Francis A. Stowell has been appointed to labor as Traveling Elder 
in the Irish Conference ; 

Elder A. M. Ledingham has been appointed to labor as Traveling Elder 
in the Scottish Conference ; 

Elder William A. Thayn has been appointed to labor as Traveling Elder 
in the Newcastle Conference ; 

Elder Samuel Banford has been appointed to labor as Traveling Elder 
in the Cheltenham Conference. 
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IRISH CONFERENCE. 


Tue Irish Conference convened at 104 York Street, York Street Hall, on 
Sunday, April 14, 1895. There were present: Anthon H. Lund, President 
of the European Mission; Victor P. Wells, of the Liverpool Office; John 
L. Fackrell, President of, and George Scott, O. P. Hoggan, and George 
Finlayson, Traveling Elders in, the Scottish Conference; Chas. A. Callis, 
President of, and J. M. Dalton, E. M. Lindsay, and R. J. Kerr, Traveling 
Elders in, the Irish Conference. 

The meetings throughout were characterized by an excellent spirit; the 
remarks of the speakers being of an instructive and encouraging nature. 

At the evening meeting President Lund spoke upon the “Divinity of 
the Mission of Joseph Smith,” ample proofs of which were convincingly 
set forth by the speaker. 

At the afternoon meeting the general authorities of the Church and of 
the European Mission, and the President and Traveling Elders of the Irish 
Conference were presented and unanimously sustained. President Callis 
read the report of the statistics and labors of the Elders for the six months 
ending April 14, 1895, as follows: Seventies 4; Elders 3; Priests 1; 
Teachers 4; Deacons 1; members 62; total officers and members 75. 
Tracts distributed 5,330; hall meetings 100; cottage meetings 12; Gospel 
conversations 565; books loaned 26; books sold 25; books given away 20. 
Baptisms 27; confirmations 27; ordinations 4; emigrated 1; died 1. 

A Priesthood meeting was held on Monday morning at which the Elders 
reported their labors, and received instructions that will make their work 
in the ministry more effective. 

On Monday evening there was a social gathering of the Saints and a 
pleasant time was experienced. 

NATHANIEL JOHNSON, Clerk of Conference. 


BETHLEHEM. 


Ir was evening when we arrived at Jerusalem. The lights were burning 
in the hotel. The electric bells were ringing, and dragomen were running 
up and down the stairs with trunks and hat-boxes, while the travelers 
who had not as yet been shown to their rooms were all trying at the 
same time to catch the ear of the Italian landlord. It was a relief to get 
out into the silence of the night. 

A road leads from the Jaffa-gate to the west. It is the road to Emmaus 
on which Jesus, on just such a serene evening as this, opened the Scrip- 
tures to the two disciples and made their hearts burn within them. Asa 
shining streak this road passes through fields, between hills, and around 
old cloister-gardens until at last it runs into another road on the open 
plain. 

An unspeakable peace reigned out there. Not a breath of wind stirred, 
not an insect made an audible sound. A bluish semi-darkness covered 
the fields from which came sweet odors of flowers; above us twinkled the 
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bright stars so friendly ; they seemed so near to us, it appeared as if we 
could almost reach them with our hands. 

Nearly lost in thought we had walked a considerable distance in this 
solitude when a dark form suddenly rose out of the twilight. It was a 
German monk. We asked him if those lights we saw glimmering on the 
distant mountain slope were in Emmaus. 

“No” he said “that is Bethelem.” And he added, “The field in which 
we are now standing is, according to tradition, the field of Boaz. It was 
here that Ruth, Naomi’s daughter-in-law, gleaned barley and oats.” 

It is difficult to describe the impression which such an announcement 
makes upon a stranger who is for the first time stepping on hallowed 
Biblical ground. The monk continued: “If you follow this hedge”— 
pointing to a row of small cypresses—“you will come to the field where 
according to the holy legend the angels of the Lord appeared to the 
shepherds.” As we did not ask further he added “Probably the lights of 
Bethlehem shone out upon the fields that blessed Christmas night much 
the same as you see them to-night.” And the monk drew his cloak closer 
around him, bade us God speed, and walked slowly in the direction of the 
German Cloister. 

Yes, yonder twinkle the lights. In that place was born the greatest of 
human kind. Nearly two thousand years have passed since then, and 
still with serene majesty He passes down the stream of time. This grassy 
mound on which the flowers slumber under the scintillating stars is the 
stage of action for the simple but deeply affecting prologue to the narra- 
tive of the birth of Jesus. Word was not sent to kings and emperors of 
what was taking place here. There was no flourish of trumpets, no firing 
of cannons. The poor shepherds sitting behind one of these hedges were 
dazzled by a heavenly light and beheld themselves surrounded by a host 
of angels, who prophesied peace on earth and good will to man. And 
the shepherds went over to Bethlehem and found the little child.- Here 
in this field, in the stillness of the evening, the events of that night pass 
vividly before the mind’s eye, and the surroundings form a background 
upon which these appear as pictures superior to the most exquisite 
paintings in achurch. One sees only this and forgets that he lives in a 
time of interviews, telegraphs, steam, and electricity. 

In the meantime we have reached the town, which lies on the slope of a 
mountain. The streets are narrow, the houses are small and the windows 
are placed close tothe ground. We peep in through one of these windows 
and see a family lying around alow table. The room is lighted by a tallow 
candle. Beneath the candle stands a dish in which all the members of 
the family, in the manner of the Orientals, dip their bread before they eat 
it. The walls are bare. The bed is formed of a mat. 

Amidst such surroundings, perhaps in still poorer circumstances, was that 
Man born to whom mankind has assigned the highest niche in the Temple 
of Fame. To mention Jesus together with Napoleon Buonaparte or Goethe 
would seem ridiculous even to infidels. He who was born here among 
shepherds and lived among fishermen; He who never wrote a word and 
never wielded the sword, became through the silent power of His word 
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the central point of history. He burst the old forms, even the very mode 
of reckoning the time. Every one knows the year of His birth. 

Walking in the narrow unpaved streets of Bethlehem on which Mary 
set her foot when for the first time she carried her child out into the 
world, one’s mind is filled with the thought of this grand historical Per 
sonage, and from distant church-towers he seems to hear the tones of the 
Christmas bells, so dearly loved in childhood’s days. Serene and shining 
as one of the bright worlds in the sky above us, He who was born here 
seems to have wandered over Time’s flowing waters. Thousands of stars 
rose brightly and shone over the billows for a short season, but they were 
extinguished and disappeared in eternal darkness, yet as bright as ever 
shines the Star of in Polttiken. 


WITCHES AND WITCHCRAFT. 


RECENTLY there has been a singular recrudescence of the superstition 
about witches—once upon atime much more popular than it is at the 
present day—in France, in Russia, in lreland. From Paris we hear of a 
criminal libel action brought against the Antt-Diabolical Review, a publi- 
cation whose honorable intentions are to expose and combat the literal 
devil and all his works. The plaintiff, a lady, is accused of having stolen 
consecrated Hosts from different churches for the purpose of using them 
in what Mr. William Judge—if the lady were Mrs. Besant—would call 
“black” or satanic masses, said to be held at a place of devil-worship near 
the Rue Cadet. The priests, who are ex Officio against Satan, and always 
were in the forefront when anyone was to be punished for “possession,” 
witchcraft, or the like, have noted the lady as a blasphemer,and publicly 
refused her the sacrament. From Russia comes the story of a Jew farmer 
selling his wife, who was encetnte, to some robbers. This business transac- 
tion is said to be based upon a superstition that the blood from the veins 
of a pregnant woman renders thieves invisible. Quite recently, as we all 
remember, many horrible stories came from Austria of the persecution of 
the Jews on the ground that they had crucified Christian children. The 
same superstition led, at the end of the thirteenth century, to the mas- 
sacre of the Jews at York, and the sack of Jewry after Jewry. 

From Ireland we have the extraordinary story of Clonmel. The hus- 
band, father, four cousins, and apparently all the personal friends of the 
unhappy woman do her to death on the supposition that she is a witch. 
There is a fairy doctor among the accused. The peasants open the door of 
the house to let the evil spirit out. The poor creature possessed by the 
witch is appealed to in the name of the persons of the Trinity; is given 
drink of herbs; is held in front of and placed upon a fire. It must all be 
done before twelve o'clock, midnight, if they are to drive away the witch. 
The husband seeks the priest, and begs that Mass may be said in the house 
to drive away the evil spirits. He goes to the fairy fort on Kylenigrapagh 
Hill, where he is to meet her one night riding on a gray horse, and if he 
can but cut the ropes that tie her to the saddle, she will come home his 
own true wife and stay. Of course, the case is, as the newspapers say, sub 
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judice—words which we notice generally serve as a text for a full and com- 
plete discussion of the particular case; but the Clonmel case may, with- 
out any likelihood of interfering with the course of justice, be referred to 
as a notable instance of this throwing back to ancestral forms of belief. 

The early dabblers in physical science, and even the real observers of 
nature, of course, came in for their share of the opprobrium attaching to 
that which is not understanded of the mary. No civilized country has 
been free, either from these superstitions or from the horrible legalized 
tortures inflicted upon the suspects. To the credit of France be it said 
that she was the first nation to formally abolish, in 1672, capital punish- 
ment for witchcraft. In Switzerland, or at all events in Geneva, the 
dates of actual execution of witches range from the first in 1401 to the last 
in 1652. The last victim was an old woman named Michée Chauderon, 
who was strangled and burnt, and against whom five doctors of medicine 
gave evidence. For, eager as judges were in those ill times to condemn, 
they were not satisfied until the authorized medical men had succeeded in 
their search over the body of the victim for the sigil/um diabol: (the sign 
of the devil.) This was a region insensible to pain, and from which blood 
refused to flow. The surgical method of searching for it was by thrusting 
pins and skewers of iron passim into all and sundry parts of the witch’s 
body. Michée Chauderon’s sigillum was at last satisfactorily located in 
her left thigh. The three close corporations of theologians, doctors, and 
lawers all made common cause, as they always have done, in favor of 
superstition. The first Papal Bull against witchcraft was issued in 1480 
by Pope Innocent VIII. All the clergy of all denominations from that 
time onwards have fulminated against witches and stirred up the ignorant 
populace against them, until the slow spread of education among the 
people got the better of the priests. 

Every visitor to the delightful old-world town of Salem, in Massa- 
chusetts, where Nathaniel Hawthorne worked and dreamed in the Custom 
House which still faces the harbor, now almost deserted, becomes only 
too familiar with the miserable business of the witch-trials and executions 
of 1692. Here the theologian was Cotton Mather, and the lawyer, Judge 
Stoughten. As early as June 19, 1656, the godly new Englanders of 
Massachusetts had distinguished themselves by the execution of a poor 
old dame, Mrs. Ann Hibbins. But in 1692 the good Puritans were in fine 
form, and they hanged the witches plentifully on the little hill just out of 
Salem, which is still known as Gallows Hill. One, Giles Cory, of Salem, a 
man of eighty, was pressed to death for witchcraft, though it may perhaps 
be set down to the credit of the New Englanders that this is the only case 
of that medisval punishment recorded in that district. Those who have 
been in Salem will remember that the burial places of the witches are not 
known, with the single curious exception of that of a certain George 
_ Jacobs, who was done to death on August 19, 1692. His grave, at all 

events till quite recent years, was to be seen on a piece of ground still 
held by his descendants. 

Turning to our own country, the first trial for witchcraft in England 
was in 1209. The last record of a condemnation to death for witchcraft in 
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England is usually said to be that of Jane Wenham, who was sentenced, 
but not hanged,in 1712. But there is a certain amount of evidence, if not 
quite conclusive, that Mary Hicks and her daughter were executed for 
this crime as late as 1716. As in these days we have a water-finder armed 
with his hazel rod, so in the earlier ones there were witch-finders, of whom 
Matthew Hopkins, of Manningtree, in Essex, was the most infamous. His 
experimental methods consisted in seeing whether the accused could 
repeat the Lord’s Prayer without any of the blunders natural enough in 
such & position of peril, and tying the witch’s right hand to her left foot, 
left hand to right foot, wrapping her in a garment and seeing if she would 
sink or swim. His first “case” was in 1645. In one year he bagged some 
sixty ; and on August 27, 1645, he was instrumental in the hanging, at Bury 
St. Edmunds, of eighteen witchesallinarow. The first Act of Parliament 
in England against witchcraft bears date 1541, and the offence was made 
capital in 1562.—Znglish Mechanic. 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 

Santa Clara Ward has commenced building a fine rock meeting house, which the people 
expect to complete during the coming year. 

Work has been commenced on the gravity sewer in Salt Lake City by about fifty men 
and a dozen teams. The force will likely be increased to several hundred men before 
long. 

John R. Wilson, of Salt Lake City, has secured a piece of the famous Charter Oak tree 
at Hartford, Connecticut, to be used in the construction of a table upon which will be 
signed the first bill passed by the first legislature of the State of Utah. 

Bishop Richard 8. Gibby of the Third Ward, Provo died on the morning of April 9, 
He was born in Salt Lake City in 1867, and moved away in 1890. He was appointed 
Bishop in 1891, and has labored faithfully for the good of his ward ever since. 


A cold snap is said to have done considerable damage to the early fruit crop in the 
southern and southeastern portion of the territory. The extent of the injury is not yet 
fully known, but it is feared that many peaches and apricots have been killed. 


Some of the Latter-day Saint missionaries to the Indian Territory four or five years 
ago took some lucern, or alfalfa, seed with them. It was sown and the results were so 
satisfactory that large amounts of the seed have been sent for, this spring, to be shipped 
from Utah. 


The woolen mills at Ogden have been purchased by Hervey Platt who was at one time 
superintendent of the Provo Woolen Mills. He will commence operations with his new 
purchase as scon as repairs and other necessary preparations can be made. The mills 
have been closed for some years. 


Several leading millers of the Territory met together on April 8 and decided on a raise 
in the price of all mill stuffs averaging fifteen cents a hundred. It looks probable that 
all the flour mills will form an association in the near future as a committee was appointed 
by the meeting to draft articles for that purpose. 

A Cambrian Association has been organized by the Welshmen of the Territory, and a 
committee appointed to arrange for a grand musical congress to be held in October. The 
program committee is made up of Evan Stephens, H. E. Giles, Alex. Lewis, D. L. Davis, 
R. J. Thomas, John P. Jones, and Jobn J. Davis; about $4,000 is expected to be given 
away in prizes for different musical performances. 
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